Halka is now being played abroad, lending new colour
to opera wherever it is produced.

IGNACY JAN PADEREWSKI                    [b. 1860]

Paderewski's memorable work in America during
the war, in the interest of Polish freedom, tended to
obscure for a while his unequalled talent as a pianist;
it did much, however, to reveal the man inside the
artist, a man. of true greatness independently of his
musical gifts, a patriot and a Christian gentleman
who dignified and honoured the noble cause he re-
presented with such eloquence and charm.

Paderewski is less a composer than a pianist and
the supreme interpreter of Chopin. He is so widely
known and so much our contemporary that, to write
about him at length is superfluous.

These three, then, Chopin, Moniuszko and Padere-
wski are Poland's monumental figures in- the world of
music.

THE SPIRIT OF POLISH YOUTH

The Austrian regime in south Poland was bureau-
cratic and corrupt but in general not violent ; the
Russian rule in eastern Poland was coarse and brutal ;
but the German efforts to denationalize the Poles in
the most ancient of Polish territories, western Poland,
the section seized by Prussia, to dispossess the Poles
of the land and to deprive them of their language and
nationality, were cold and calculated in their heart-
lessness. A strong policy of denationalization -and
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